
Oscar H. Peterson 

Source - City of Portland Letters from Chief Lee Holden 

 

Oscar Henry Peterson was a Portland Firefighter from July 21, 1924 until his death on November 10, 

1946. 

Oscar received a "Notification to Eligible" on July 17, 

1924 from the city of Portland, Department of Public 

Affairs.  It notified him that he had been certified by the 

Civil Service Board for Probationary Appointment to the 

Fire Bureau as a Hoseman.  His salary would be $130.  

The letter asked Oscar to go to Room 101 of City Hall at 

9:00 AM on July 21, 1924. 

On July 21st, Oscar received an additional letter, signed 

by Chief Lee Holden, verifying his appointment as a 

Hoseman.  He was to report to work at 6:00 PM that same 

day to Engine 12.  Engine 12, at that time, was located at 

203 NE 28th Avenue (NW corner of NE 28th and Davis).  

This would begin the career of Oscar Peterson. 

Oscar's Assignment to Station 12 would last eleven 

months when he would be transferred to Engine 8 (45 NE 

Russell Street).  He would remain there for three years 

then be transferred to Engine 4 (1724 SW 4th Avenue).  His assignment would only last one month 

before being transferred to Truck 7 at 5340 N Interstate Avenue.  Oscar would remain at Truck 7 for 

three years, then be transferred back to 

Engine 8.  Two years later, he would 

remain in the same station, but move 

to Truck 5.  

Oscar would remain on Truck 5 until 

November 10, 1946, when he would 

lose his life to stomach cancer.  Oscar 

is one of 24 members known to have 

died prior to retirement age of cancer.  

In those days, it was not necessarily 

presumed that cancer was related to 

the job so his death was not considered 

service connected or line of duty.   Engine 8 and Truck 5, Circa 1930 



Oscar passed away at the age of 51with 22 

years of service with Portland Fire.   

Much of this story was derived from the letters 

pictured below that were found in the wall of a 

Portland home during a renovation by a 

member of the Fire Bureau Logistics staff.  It 

will likely never be known how these 

documents ended up inside the wall of a home, 

but it offers a compelling story to consider.    

 


