
The Chronology of Portland Fire Stations 
Compiled by Don Porth 

 

Much documentation of Portland Fire stations has taken place and is now published.  

There are many ways to present the history of these buildings and properties.  Efforts 

have been made to do so by following the fire company number (e.g. Engine 1, Engine 

2, etc.) but that fails due to wholesale renumbering done every 30-50 years.  It has been 

done by quadrant of the city addresses, followed by alphabetizing by street 

name/number, which works fairly well.   

This document takes a different approach to this history. Like organizing the fire 

stations by property address, this document does the same, except it places them in the 

order of the year the property first came on-line.   

Many fire station addresses have played host to multiple buildings on the same site.  For 

Example, Fire Station #9 in the Belmont District, at the corner of SE 35th Avenue and 

Belmont Street, was established in 1897 when a wooden structure was built.  This 

building would be razed in 1912 and replaced by a brick building that would remain in 

service until 2003, then repurposed as the Safety Learning Center & Fire Museum.  The 

site has been occupied by Portland Fire for well over 100 years, but two buildings and 

two separate purposes have distinguished the buildings.   

This document follows the physical address and what is placed on it, chronologically 

from the first fire station to the most recent.  It also endeavors to show photos of the 

buildings as they looked in the past and sometimes in the present.  Not all fire stations 

were photographed, or photographed equally.   

Photos shown have been taken from the Portland Fire archives.  

Please enjoy this historic journey through Portland's fire stations.  More information can 

be found at www.PortlandFireHistory.com. 

 

Don Porth 

Portland Fire & Rescue, Retired 

 

 



1853  
720 SW 4th Avenue (170 4th Street) 

Vigilance Hook and Ladder #1 - 1853 to 1883 

Truck 1 - 1883 to 1921 

Engine 9 - 1897 to 1898 

Engine 1 - 1891 to 1921 

Located on SW 4th Avenue, between Morrison and Yamhill Streets, this station housed the first fire 

company approved to serve the citizens of Portland.  Records show that Vigilance Hook & Ladder 

began service on August 2, 1853.  This location would remain in service for 68 years.  While some fire 

stations were lost in the conflagration of 1873, this building seems to have been spared.  It was rebuilt 

in 1890 so it could accommodate both an engine and truck company.  While horses were not used by 

Portland Fire until 1883 (when a budget for horses and firefighters was established), Vigilance Hook & 

Ladder received a Hayes Second Class ladder truck from the city in 1879.  It was designed for horses.  

It is presumed the volunteers might have provided horses for that service.  Prior to that, the crew began 

in 1853 with a "common wagon," which was hand pulled, to carry ladders.  A purpose-built ladder 

wagon was built in 1865.  The original building was made of wood.  Later, it would be built of stone or 

concrete, or with stucco coatings.  This 

building no longer exists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1850s to 1890 1890 to 1921 



1853 
100 Block of SW Morrison Street 

Willamette Engine Company #1 - 1853 to 1883  

Engine 1 - 1883 to 1891 

Located at SW Morrison Street and 1st Avenue, this station housed Willamette Engine Company #1, 

the first engine company to serve Portland.  They went into service on August 6, 1853, just days after 

Vigilance Hook & Ladder was approved by the city fire commission.  In 1867, Willamette would 

receive the first steam pumper to serve Portland.  No pictures exist of the fire station used from 1853 to 

1861.  In 1861, the city of Portland committed $4,000 for the station pictured below.  This station 

would continue to serve until 1891.  It's not known why the building was taken out of service.  A new 

station would be built to house Engine and Truck 1 a few blocks away.   

 

 

 

 

1861 to 1891 



1856 
221 SW 2nd Avenue (69 2nd Street) 

Multnomah Engine Company #2 - 1856 to 1883 

Engine 2 - 1883 to 1884 

Chemical 1 - 1894 to 1927 

Hose 1 - 1898 to 1911 

Engine 21 - 1921 to 1950 

Truck 1 - 1948 to 1950 

Located on SW 2nd Avenue between SW Pine and 

Oak Streets, this station began service as Multnomah 

Engine Company #2 in 1856.  It would transition 

into the Portland Paid Fire Department in 1883 as 

Engine 2.  Engine 2 would be moved and replaced 

with Chemical 1, Hose 1, and finally, in 1921, 

Engine 21.  Records are not clear but the original 

building was likely lost in the conflagration of 1873.  

The fire destroyed 22 blocks of the city, mostly 

along 1st and 2nd Avenues.  No photos of the second 

building on the site are available.  This site would be 

used 94 years until the Central Fire Station opened in 

1950.  The photo on the left shows the station most 

likely in about 1900.  Chemical Engine 1 is shown in 

the photo, which served beginning in 1894.  Horses 

would be gone by 1920.  The photo on the right is 

1921 or later, after Engine 21 began service.  The 

station no longer exists.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1873 to 1921 

1921 to 1950 

Images of the station 

between 1873 and 1921 

are not known to exist.   



1859 
200 Block SW Washington Street 

Columbian Engine Company #3 - 1859 to 1883 

Engine 3 - 1883 to 1884 

Located on SW Washington Street at SW 2nd Avenue, this station serviced Columbian Engine 

Company #3.  It was the third Engine Company accepted into city service.  Columbian would begin in 

1859 and serve until the Portland Paid Fire Department was formed in 1883.  The company and station 

would transition into Engine 3.  While Columbian would establish their operation in a building at this 

location, by 1862 they were appealing to the City Council for a new station, calling their current 

quarters "utterly unfit."  It is unknown exactly when the new quarters would be built, but it would 

remain at that location until 1884 when Engine 3 would move to a new location farther west on 

Washington Street. This building no longer exists.  

 

  

 

1859 to 1884 



1862 
1233 SW 1st Avenue (273 1st Street) 

Protection Engine Company #4 - 1862 to 1883 

Hose 1 - 1883 to 1885 

Hose 2 - 1885 to 1912 

Engine 4 - 1883 to 1885 

Chemical 2 - 1894 to 1912 

Engine 4 - 1960 to 1962 

Engine 22 - 1913 to 1960 

Located on SW 1st Avenue between SW Madison and Jefferson Streets, Protection Engine Company 

#4 was established at this location.  Protection began service in 1862.  Protection would become 

Engine 4 in 1883 and remain at this location until 1885, when they would move to a location on 4th 

Avenue.  Between 1885 and 1912, Hose 2 would occupy the station.  In 1913, Engine 22 would be 

assigned to the station and remain until 1960.  The station likely received a facelift in 1913, as 

indicated by the photos below.  Engine 22 would move to St. Johns in 1960 and replace, in number 

only, the existing Engine 32 located on N. Alta.  This station would be occupied from 1960 to 1962 by 

Engine 4 while their new quarters were being built on SW College Street.  It was then removed from 

service.  This building no longer exists.  

 

 

   

 

1862 to 1913 

1913 to 1962 



1862 
601 SE 26th Avenue (Follow entry road west to end, turn right, travel north one block) 

Firefighter's Section - 1862 to Present 

While not a fire station, the Firefighter's Section of Lone Fir Cemetery is an important Hallowed 

Ground of Portland Fire.   

Located in the heart of Lone Fir Cemetery, Block 5 (the Firefighter's Section) was deeded to Portland 

Firefighters on November 16, 1862 by then landowner Colburn Barrell and his wife.  Block 5 is 100 

feet by 100 feet in dimension with a garden and flagpole in the middle.  The corners are marked by a 

plain obelisk and block markers indicating the surrounding cemetery blocks.  In the early 2000s, an 

effort to revitalize the Firefighter's Section began.  Lost gravemarkers were replaced and those that 

were unreadable had supplemental markers placed alongside the old markers.  Special markers were 

placed next to gravemarkers of those who died in service to the community.  Colburn Barrell offered 

Portland Firefighters a free burial plot in the Firefighter's Section and that promise remains honored 

today by Metro, the caretaker of Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery.   

 

  



1873 
1724 SW 4th Avenue (370 4th Street) 

Tiger Engine Company #5 - 1873 to 1883 

Engine 4 - 1885 to 1960  

Truck 2 - 1888 to 1962 

Located on SW 4th Avenue, between Mill and Montgomery Streets, this station opened as Tiger 

Engine Company #5.  It was a direct result of the August 2, 1873 conflagration known as "Black 

Saturday" that destroyed 22 square blocks of the city.  In 1883, when the Portland Paid Fire 

Department was established, this station was mothballed for 2 years.  It reopened as Engine 4 and was 

joined by Truck 2 in 1888.  In 1913, a new Two Story building (Lee Holden designed) would occupy 

the site.  It would remain until 1962 while the new station was built on SW College.  Engine 4 would 

move into the station on SW College Street in 1960.  Truck 2 would remain as a lone responder here 

until 1962.  These buildings no longer exists.   

 

 

 

 

 

1873 to 1913 

1913 to 1962 

1873 to 1913 - 2nd bay added in 1888 



1881 
1425 NW Glisan Street (511 Glisan Street) 

Couch Engine Company #6 - 1881 to 1883 

Truck 3 - 1891 to 1968 

Engine 3 - 1925 to 1968 

Located on NW Glisan Street at NW 14th Avenue, Couch Engine Company #6, the final volunteer 

company to form, would establish this as their location.  Couch #6 would be deactivated in 1883 when 

the Portland Paid Fire Department was formed, mothballing this location until Truck 3 was established 

in 1891.  The fire station would only accommodate one apparatus until it was razed and replaced with 

a new building in 1913.  Truck 3 would be joined by Engine 3 in 1925.  The station would remain in 

use until 1968 when the new Station 3 would be built and Engine and Truck 3 would relocate to NW 

Johnson Street.  The building remains in private ownership today (2024).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1925 to 1968 

1881? to 1925 



1884 
1440 SW Washington Street (510 Washington Street) 

Engine 3 - 1884 to 1925 

Located on SW Washington Street and SW 14th Avenue, Engine 3 moved to this location from the 200 

Block of SW Washington in 1884.  This would be the first station built under the administration of the 

Portland Paid Fire Department, which evolved from the Portland Volunteer Fire Department in 1883.  

This two story wooden structure boasted 3 apparatus bays.  In the era of horse drawn steam pumpers, 

every steamer was coupled with a hose company, which was a separate horse drawn wagon.  This 

station would remain in used until 1925 then not used again.  This building no longer exists.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1884 to 1925 



1885 
Foot of NW Couch Street 

Hose 1 -1885 to 1892  

Located between NW Couch and Burnside Streets, on what was then Front Avenue, Hose Company #1 

had begun service on SW 1st Avenue with Engine 4 in 1883.  It moved to this location in 1885 and 

stood as a lone company for seven years before moving on to Everett Street and other locations.  The 

fire station was a wooden two story structure that was never again used after Hose 1 moved out.  The 

building no longer exists.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

1885 to 1892 



1890 
1521 NW 20th Avenue (329 N 20th Street) 

Engine 6 - 1890 to 1912 

Hose 6 - 1890 to 1912  

Engine 26 - 1915 to 1947 

Located on NW 20th between Quimby and Raleigh Streets, Engine and Hose 6 would be established at 

this location in a two story wooden building.  The building was relocated from 720 SW 4th Avenue 

and refurbished with modern fixtures in 1890.  The station would close in 1912 but remain Portland 

Fire property.  It would re-open in 1915, occupied by Engine 26.  Engine 26 would serve the area until 

1947 when the station was closed for good.  The number 26 would not be used again until 1959 when 

the fire station on N. Lombard would change from Engine 36 to Engine 26.  This building no longer 

exists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1890 to 1947 



1890 
3323 SW Naito Parkway (811 Front Street) 

Engine 5 - 1890 to 1957 

Located on what was then Front Avenue between 

SW Gibbs and Whitaker Streets, Station 5 would be 

established in 1890.  The first station, a wooden 

two story would serve until 1924 when a 

Bungalow, one of Lee Holden's 25 designed 

stations would replace it.  The Bungalow would go 

on to serve until 1957 then be removed from the 

city inventory.  It remains on the site and is in 

private ownership, having served a variety of 

commercial businesses over the years.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1890 to 1924 

1924 to 1957 



1891 
2600 Block of N Borthwick Avenue 

Engine 8 - 1891 to 1903  

Truck 5 - 1891 to 1892 

Located on N Borthwick between N Russell and Knott Streets, Engine 8 began service in North 

Portland in 1891.  While it isn't known for sure, this may have been a station (or just the property) that 

came to Portland when Albina was annexed into the city.  Truck 5 would accompany Engine 8 for one 

year then Truck 5 would be relocated.  Engine 8 would be moved to new quarters on NE Russell Street 

in 1903 and this building would not be used again.  The building no longer exists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1891 to 1903 



1891 
302 SE 3rd Avenue (40 E 3rd Avenue) 

Engine 7 - 1891 to 1927 

Truck 4 - 1907 to 1927 

Located on SE 3rd Avenue at Pine Street, this station began service with Portland in 1891.  It may 

have been pre-existing and come to Portland during the 1891 annexation of East Portland.  It would 

serve as quarters for Engine 7 beginning in 1891 with Truck 4 co-locating in 1907.  The two 

companies would remain until 1927 when  the new Station 7 would open on SE Stark Street. After 

1927, the building would be removed from city inventory.  It no longer exists.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1891 to 1927 

Photo from 

1905 Yearbook 



1891 
1917 SE 7th Avenue (367 E 7th Avenue) 

Hose 3 - 1891 to 1912 

Engine 23 - 1913 to 1961 

Located on SE 7th Avenue between SE Stephens and Harrison Streets, Station 23 began life as Hose 

Company #3.  It likely came to Portland when East Portland was annexed into the city in 1891.  It 

would be re-built to its current design in 1912.  This was a standard Two Story design, one of the 25 

stations designed by Lee Holden.  At one time, the homes adjacent to it on 7th Avenue were called 

"firefighters row."  That was a row of private houses owned by the firefighters who worked there.  This 

was said to be a larger number of homes than most stations, but the concept was not uncommon.  In the 

days before affordable automobiles, people typically lived near their work.  Firefighting was not a high 

paying job so many firefighters lived near or even in the fire station.  Station 23 would close in 1961 

when the new Station was built SE 13th Place.  This building still exists, in private ownership.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1913 to 1961 

1891 to 1912 



1892 
3800 Block N Vancouver Avenue (Between Beech and Failing Street) 

Hose 4 - 1892 to 1893 

Located on N Vancouver Avenue between Beech and Failing Streets, Hose 4 was a standalone 

company that may have been part of the Albina annexation.  Hose companies were typically paired 

with an engine company during the horse drawn days but some existed in stations by themselves due to 

space limitations.  Hose Companies carried ladders, hose, and equipment that would otherwise make 

steam engines heavier than horses could handle.  This station would cease to be used in 1893 and the 

crew was likely blended into other stations.  The building no longer exists.  No photos of this station 

are known to exist. 

1893 
245 NW Everett Street 

Hose 1 - 1893 to 1897 

Located on NW Everett Street between 2nd and 3rd Avenues, Hose 1 shuffled around NW Portland, 

having previously been on 1st Avenue, then the Foot of NW Couch Street and later moved to Stark 

Street.  It was likely always in close proximity to a steamer and would accompany it to fires.  This 

building no longer exists and no photos of this station are known to exist.  

 

Typical Portland Hose Wagon 



1894 
1019 NE MLK Boulevard (227 N Union Avenue) 

Chemical 3 - 1894 to 1907 

Located on what was then Union Avenue between Hassalo and Holladay Streets, Chemical Company 

#3 would begin service in 1894 and remain at this location until 1907, then moved to N. Mississippi 

Avenue.  Chemical engines, unlike steamers, used chemicals to propel water from a tank through 

hoses.  This station would cease being used in 1907 and the building no longer exists.  The 1885 below 

the bell may mean this was previously an Albina firehouse before Albina was annexed into the city of 

Portland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1894 to 1907 



1894 
1000 SE 34th Avenue (180 E 34th Avenue) 

Hose 5 - 1894 to 1897 

Located on SE 34th Avenue at the corner of Yamhill Street, Hose 5 came into service as the Belmont 

District began to form.  It was on the outskirts of Portland at that time.  It may have originally been a 

volunteer station for the Belmont community as it was developing in the 1890s.  The building would 

cease to be used in 1897 when the station on SE 35th would be built.  This building no longer exists.  

No photos of it are known to exist.   

 1895 
420 NE Holladay Street (390 Holladay Street) 

Truck 4 - 1895 to 1906 

Located on NE Holladay Street between MLK Jr. Boulevard (Union Avenue) and Grand Avenue, 

Truck 4 originated as a lone Truck Company.  It would remain in this status from 1895 to 1906.  Truck 

4 would be moved to quarters with Engine 7 in 1906 at SE 3rd Avenue.  This station then ceased to be 

used and the building no longer exists.     

 

1895 to 1906 


