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This document is a tribute to Portland Firefighters who were deployed to World War II.  While the 

number of Portland Firefighters deployed to WWII is difficult to know, these letters would indicated 

approximately 239 Portland Firefighters participated in the war, somewhere in the world.  In 1945, 

Portland Firefighters numbered approximately 552.  It is incredible to think that staffing could be cut 

by 43% and Portland Fire could continue to provide quality service to the community.   

The United States would be prompted to enter WWII on December 7, 1941 after the attack on Pearl 

Harbor.  On May 8, 1945, Germany would surrender, putting the European theater of war to rest.  On 

August 15, 1945, nine days after the United States detonated an atomic bomb over Hiroshima, Japan, 

the Japanese emperor would surrender, with the formal declaration of surrender being signed by both 

countries on September 2, 1945.  These newsletters were written during these surrender periods.  

This document is made up of excerpts from all seven newsletters that survived for all of these years.  

Much of the information shared was simply about addresses or minor activities.  For this document, 

some of the most detailed and interesting accounts are shared.  Note the various locations around the 

world that Portland Firefighters were sent. The entirety of the newsletters are posted on 

www.PortlandFireHistory.com. 

The rank denoted next to the firefighter's name is their military rank.  In some cases, their affiliation 

with various fire companies is mentioned.   

It is also important to acknowledge all military veteran Portland Firefighters who have served in 

wartime and in peace, from the Civil War to modern day conflict.  It would nearly impossible to 

assemble a complete listing of all veterans.  This particular segment was only made possible by 

Portland Firefighter Henry Rich, the Fire College secretary Mrs. Odgers, and the blessing of Chief 

Edward Grenfell, and fire college Captains' Lee Weidner and Guy Stabler.   

Enjoy these important stories and continue to honor all military veterans.   

Sadly, ten Portland Firefighters were known to have not survived World War II.  Their names are 

listed below.  Please take a moment to acknowledge their service in the military and the fire service.  

¶ Ralph Amato 

¶ Ralph Atkinson Jr. 

¶ Victor Brown Jr. 

¶ Edwin Fisher 

¶ Robert Fleck 

¶ Alfred Garretson 

¶ David Kingsley 

¶ Wallis Marriage 

¶ John Rooney 

¶ Clayton Thompson

Rest in peace. 



Firefighter Henry Rich 

Hired May 26, 1933, Retired October 26, 1957 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 3, 1945 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

May 3, 1945 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

June 8, 1945 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 6, 1945 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 4, 1945  

(many are reporting that their terms are complete and they are coming 
home) 

 


