Portland Fire's Lost Letters of World War I

Preserved by Tim Kasch
Presented by Don Porth

This document is a tribute to Portland Firefighters who were deployed to World War Il. While the
number of Portland Firefighters deployed to WWII is difficultkiwow, these letters would indicated
approximately 29 Portland Firefighters participated in the war, somewhere in the world. In 1945,
Portland Firefighters numbered approximately 552. It is incredible to think that staffing could be cut
by 43% and Portlad Fire could continue to provide quality service to the community.

The United States would be prompted to enter WWII on December 7, 1941 after the attack on Pearl
Harbor. On May 8, 1945, Germany would surrender, putting the European theater of eghr tOm

August 15, 1945, nine days after the United States detonated an atomic bomb over Hiroshima, Japan,
the Japanesemperorwould surrender, with the formal declaration of surrender being signed by both
countries on September 2, 1945. These newsdetiere written during these surrender periods.

This document isnade up of excerpts fromal seven newsletters that survived for all of these years.
Much of the information shared was simply about addresses or minor activities. For this document,
someof the most detailed and interesting accounts are shared. Note the various locations around the
world that Portland Firefighters were serithe entirety of the newsletters are posted on
www.PortlandFireHistory.com

The rank denoted next to the firefighsename is their military rank. In some cases, their affiliation
with various fire companies is mentioned.

It is also important to acknowledge all military veteran Portland Firefighters who have served in
wartime and in peace, from the Civil War to modelay conflict. It would nearly impossible to
assemble a complete listing of all veterans. This particular segment was only made possible by
Portland Firefighter Henry Rich, the Fire College secretary Mrs. Odgers, and the blessing of Chief
Edward Grenfi, and fire college Captains' Lee Weidner and Guy Stabler.

Enjoy these important stories and continue to honor all military veterans.

Sadly, ten Portland Firefighters were known to have not survived World War Il. Their names are
listed below. Pleasmke a moment to acknowledge their service in the military and the fire service.

Alfred Garretson
David Kingsley
Wallis Marriage
John Rooney

Ralph Amato
Ralph Atkinson Jr.
Victor Brown Jr.
Edwin Fisher
Robert Fleck

=& - —a _a _a
—a —a —a _a _a

Claytan Thompson
Rest in peace.



These letters arec written on my own time, and I have licked o lot of onvelopes and
stemps, ( and therc is only one thing to, teke thet tasto out of my mouth.) I have
collouses on my fingers from typing (I sit down o lot too.) Howover the pay hes
been in good letters from the Geng, and if "Thanks" were money, I'd be a Million-
aire.  Some of the Gang arec Homesick to sce somecone from home, and T hopé these
letters help to locatc somcone close.Mrs, Odgers, who works in the Firc Collego

ing the onvelopss. (She is just a little faster than I am) Mrs. Odgers quote,"Don't

lct him kid you he is pretty good;himsﬁlf",iﬁo,thanks-to tho Fire Collecgo, run by
Capteins Loco Weidner and Guy Stabler, thoy haven't licked any stamps=-though,
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Honry Ba Rich / 35 7
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Firefighter Henry Rich
Hired May 26, 1933, Retired October 26, 195]

April 3, 1945

LT, COL, "RIP" RIOFELLE, wcé home about Christmas time, after serving three
years in tho Contral Pacific Area. "Rip" was at Pearl Harbor at tho time of
the attack, ond his Company got credit for shooting down a Jap plane,

l

JAMES ’H. RIOPELLE



PVT. HLROLD SEELY, (Eng. 8) was in on the Normendy Invas1on, and ran into
‘somc tough luekes Hc %s now et Bushnell General Hospital, Brlghsﬁ City, UteH.
We hope it wont be too long until you can be comlng home ,Harold. .

LT, TERRY SCHRUNK, hes scen a lot of action on one of our large Aireraft
Cerriers in the Pnoific, in the Firefighting end of it. Terry saw. plenty

.of getion, but' whén they ‘hit a hurricene thgt the old timers claimod wes

the “worst storm in fifty years“, Terry thinks thcy didn't go back’ far enough.
Tecrry is now home vn & short leacve.. By the wey=" Torzy's coysin,’ Mrs. Odgers,
who .works in the Firc Collegé, cut the stencils for this 1etter. Ao

LSELZY STATHOS, is e radio men on-o landing grdft, In a letter to. Mel Wilkenin
ho said he 'had taken part 1n the Luzon 1and1ngs.' He mlght havL been in on

some othtrs tod. i e 12 3 ; ey

CPL. ELRL /.. ROBERTS; of the Marines, ran into somg tough luck on Saipan, being
wounded in the” leg and foot by o mortar shell. fragment He is now in the Navy
Hospiﬁcl ‘at Ooklend Cole, and soys in o lettcr to Louis Hicks of Engs. 1, that
he hopes to be furloughed'home soona ; 4

EARL ROBERTS

HARRY LANDRU Chxef Shipfittor in the C.B+'s, has boen in the South Pacific for
o couple .of years. Last. known whercebouts were the Phillipihos, but where the
Marircs ‘have gone Harry's outfit-has followed up, .His main job is to install
the” plumbing, 8nd Herry said = 1bt of the plumbing would not pass the City of
Portland, 1nspect10n. They use what they find, and make the rest._

LT. KENNETH PUTTKAMER, (Eng. 26), has been in Lfrica, Italy, Frence and Corsioe
Islands’ Ho has completed 53 missions,’ ‘and” on onc. of them, had the windshield
shot awey, & thrce. inch shell hole, but none of the - crew wore 1n3ured.
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KENNETH PUTTKAMER



RLLPH [ JMATO, CLPTLIN, (Engs-8), was appointed at Eng,.8 while he wes in the
ﬂrmy. He wos in the Lrmy at Batean whon the wor stgrted and is .believed to
, be. By pflsoner of the Jops, but no word has ever come through obout him. His
‘nane ‘whs tot among those releécsed so far.

CLPTTTF’WILLIAN J. TLGUE, (Eng. 24), Teft in 1941 with thc 41st D1v151on, and

has boen'in & lot of ccmpeigss, all the woy from ‘Now Gulnoa to’ the Phllllplnos,
wheté he 15 now accordlng to o 1etter to Rlchsrd Kont of Eng. 11 Blgl is now
actlnp Nagor. 5 : v . ,

WILLIAM FAGUE

RALPH AMATO

LT.COL, WILLIAM B.MCKINLEY, (Enge '), spent about soventeen months over seas.
He has been in all the Mediteranocnrcountries in charge of Figefighting Units.
Bill was home on furlough about October, and since then has becn to Princeton
‘University for a three month course om hllied Military Government, and is now
awaiting assignment £1 Nehl still has your whcelvbarrow, Bill.:

S/SGT. CLRL GREGG, (Eng. 3), in a lettor to the Gung,.says he is still at an
Jir Ficld in England, working at his old trade: of fighting fires.

WILLIAM McKINNEY

CHIEF WAYNE He. HLRVEY, (Eng. 2) wes in the Navy before Decs 7, 1941, and was at
Peerl Harbor when we were attackeds Since then, he came to the Mainland for a
few days, and sailed again without a leave, and has been in the South Pacific
since. Hopes to heve a leave soon, and from Johnnie DaV1s, we hear thet he

hes seen plenty of action,




LT. JIV TIV:ONS, (Eng. 7), has been flying transport planmes in the Luropecn
Lrct. Ho took some of the Peratroopers over during the Normandy Invesione.

The last leter to the gang ot Eng. 7, sa1d he was flying supplles in, and the
wounded oute. R R = e -

P’T, BRETT PHELPS, (Enge 7), is in the Marinc Corps. He had been in Lustralla
and in tho last lotter, scid not to look for & lotter soon, cs he was leaving
for parts unlnovm, :

PL., SGT. OLIVER W. BLKER, (Eng. 9), was in the South Pacific for twenty-threc
months, Oow action at Bouganville, the Marshall Islands and Guam, that we
know about. Lfter a leave home last Docember, he rcported to Lstoric, where

ho is in charge of Marine Guard at the Navy Lir Basc.

JAMES TIMMINS

SGT. ARCHIE CLTO, (Eng. 21), put ninetcen months with oh Aymy Enginecrs
£mphibian Outfit 1h the South West Pacdific, and says cs most Firermen do, he
wound up in charge of ¢ Fire Fighting Unit.  He got out on. the over-age deal,
and is now back ot Engine 21. Of course most of you know that they built an
addition North of Eng. ats and moved the Dlsastcr Uhlt -and the flrst £id Car
doﬁﬁ'%ﬁéré G e e R e i
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ARCHIE CATO

CHIEFE B.P. TC: ¥Y NUGENT, 1s now .ot the Manchester Fire School.” Tormy enlisted
when his son Tom Jre was, reported missing in the bombing of Pesrl Harbor,
Luckllj, the report wus fulse,_but the Navy had another good fighters Tom has
seen his boy but twice since.thern. Both of them have béen in the South Pacific,
' the boy on & ship, and Tom ag an.Tslend for 21 months.'

SRS PR - - ~



LT, KENWETH.O. GITHENS, is & prisoner in Germany. (Is & membair of the Cater-
.pillcr Club, and wos making his 50th mission when shot ddwn) ‘He writes
thet where he is, is o good ‘place to "sober up, and wishes’ Shlnley of Enge 7
wos thercs By the way, Shlpley broke his wrist-a while back:WCarrylng sorme
~apples: down stulrs‘ Wb dont ‘doubt _your word Shlp, but were’ the apples in
o.: box? - ; .

KENNETH GITHENS

' CLPT, JOHN ROONEY, (Engs 1), is missing in the Burmsa India hrea. John was in
the Alaoska kres, took pdrt in the ‘bombing of Attu.and Kiska Islands, where he
“was credited with 81nk1ng tWO,ShlpS. He then went to.Florlda as an Instructor,.
'les nextga551gnment was o the Burmi-India Lrea.

LT. REINO L. HOCKERT, is another member of tho Caterpillar clubes He wes shot
down in a raid over Gormany Oct. 8,1943, which was about his 22nd or 23rd
missions The plane exploded, and ho was the only nember of the crew that
lived. He was o Bomber Pilot, and has bucn o Prisoner of Wor 1n Gerrany

“since par‘ohut{ng to 5afctye S PRI PP
MLJOR JLCK LCWE, (Enge 1), is in Chemical Werfere, and has becn in Itely, and

row in Frenco. In o letter to Chorlie Ferris, we hoar tho the "Major" port
i8 recents

REINO HOCKERT JACK LOWE



CHIEF C.,TED.W. MCLRTHUR, -(Engs 21), is back-et!Chemical 1, after two yesars,
Tour rmonths in tho C.B'ss losned out to the thy.‘ Fiftoen months of that wes
in charge of ¢ Fire Dept. on an island in the Centrnl Pacific. Among the fello
he saw in hlS travels ‘were, Blll ‘Mitcholl, .Don Sloan, Elder of Enge 3, Jack
Jones, Larry Duhrkoop, John Nboloy, Deave Joos and ' Johnny Whlkﬁr(Patty Bird's
son-ln-law), who is a -civilian.war worker in Honolulu, and was thore when wo
wore attacked Dec. 7, 1941‘ He livcs néar Merine, Fire Station Nos2, and was
always glad to sce any of the fellews .from: the. Portland Fire Depte. Ted said

he onjoyed the stories that Johnny told about the bomblng of Poarl Harbor, and
that Johnny roclly mede him fecl at home.

May 3, 1945

Lt. chry Burns wes in the Fourth Mafiho.Division at Iwo Jimu, and ren into some
tough luck on the seventh day. From his- father we learn that he is in & Navy
Hos0 tal, in the Central Pacific, aﬂd is coming along 0.X. ° .~

- Y -

Llbort M, Oliverio, C.M, 1/c is with the 8lst €.B.Div., somowhoro in the South
Pocifice Home on leave last wintor, we had a nice visit with him., He was 5in on

tho Mormandy invasion, and soid he had some long nlnutos when their motor quit
on thnr Just off the Beach,

Oswald W, Forbes, C.M.7, was rocently home on lecve, and is on o P, C,., somowhere
in the Preific Cocst Lrea, Oswald left here in Junc 1942, end spent two years
in the South Ltlontic cnd Coribbecn on ntieSubmarine Werforc.
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T/5 Bruce B. Cullen, is now hmme on Crnvalescent Leave from the Newton D.

Boke: Goneral Hospitel ot Martinsburg, West.Virginia. Bruce left im July 2942,
and. spont Gwo years in Lfrica, with an Engineer Outfit. He was 'in the same

town thob Lerry Koch was, and looked him up one dey too lete. That was the
"closect he come to Sceing amy one from home. "as on Mayor Eerl Riley Street

- in that area. Bruce was tolling about wisiting the [iLP.0y, in New York, and

seid 1t was a busy place. He leaves next wook, and expects a new assignment soon.
Cpl. Ja res Re L~Pcn, 1s 1n thc Slxxh hbrlne Dlvlslon, sorcwhcre in the P“lelc.

BRUCE CULLEN

JAMES R. AIKEN



Cf-l *ulder, is at U.9.N. T«Ce, San Diocgo, in Boot Camps :

- “foltor | Nickels, put in a lot of time in the Mediterrencan Lrec, in Fire
T‘1,~"~ht:1ngz; with the Navy. He is now bolloved to be in Vashington D.C.
- Ghiel Be Ms Bill Garrett, went to school in Florida, ond put in five months
chasing Subs in tho Caribbean Sen. From there he went to Boston Fire School,
New Orlecans F.F, Schoo}l, and finished up at the SanDisgo F.F. School. Bill is
now boack at Bngine :#28 after 28 months in the Service.

CARL MULDER WILLIAM GARRETT

1oty Lt John Ji Dooncy, is now ot the Roswell Lir Ficld, Roswell Now Mexico.
“John 16Tt from Ei Engino %8 in 1942, but aftgg o yoar in the Field Lrtillery, he
mede the Lir Corps.. Left for overscas in“ho Spring of 1944, and completed

his fifty missions, and camo home for o furlough. John had many interesting
oxpericnces., He was in tho first Shuttle-Bombing Flight to Russia, but is very

lucky, the Original Crow are now all back in the States, all hav1ng completed
ot 10&ut flfty m1551ons. '
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JOHN J. DOONEY



5/8gte Molvin Lo Corpbell, son of Jirmiec Campbell of Boat No. 1, writes from
Yugo-Elavie where he is with 4l Wismer and Emmett Dolancy in a Fire Fighter
Plot., Melvin is quartored with a Yugo-Slavie foamily, ond tells his mother that
- sometimes ho cats with the family. Sometimes 'they have & Chicken, and other
tincs they have en evg. Melvin has an ”l”ht ‘month~old son he has never scen,

#1ithle Mikel. -

June 8, 1945

LT. VIOCTOR D, BROWY, JR., wes killed in Germany April 28th., He hed been
overscas since February, The tregic nows came to his folks on May 8th
(V.E.Day) ebout an hour after two lottcrs, one written on the 27th of April.
His father, Cocptain "Vic" Brown had returned from Europe last fall, and is
now at Engino 9, Our sincerest condolences to the father and mother.

VICTOR D. BROWN

REINO HOCKERT, is also frec from a prison comp in Germeny, and will also be
home soon. Hal Simpson reported that the brother of his son-in-law, who
was in the same placo, had arrived in Now Ybrk, and no doubt Reino is w1th him,

REINO HOCKERT



CAPT. "BOB"™ LILLIS, is now home on an Emergency Leave, on account of the
death of his wife, who was buried in Portland May 26th. Bob was stetioned
ot Menlo Pork, so thet he could be ncar her, after taking a course at Stan-
ford University in preparation for an assignment overseas. Bob has many
friends in tho Departmont, who feel as I do, and we exbtend our sincerest
sympathies,

ROBERT E. LILLIS

VERN RLYLEY, Moe. M.V, l/b, writes from the "Crossroads of the Pacific", that
hoe mede a couple of Liberties with Torry Schrunk and Ossie Forbes, in the

last fow months. Vorn was on a P.C., for gbout a year before he was transferred
into the Fire Fighting program and hes been stationed there for a yecr and a
half, Living conditions are good, but it is not home, and he can't get re-
lioved so he can have a rotation Leave., Hopes to get sea-duty again, on a
Salvage Tuge Vern said, quote,"When you see Ernie Grenfell, tell him I

hope his arms are botter, beocoause he must heve broken them, and if he is not

too busy catching all the Salmon and Trout in Oregon, I would like to hear
from him,"

HLRRY LLNDRU, writes from Okinowa, that he hasn't "Felt so gcod for a long
Time. Since I have been oversens, we have been pretty close to the Equetor,
and here we wear o heavy wool shirt and a sweat shirt. Two other fellows

and myself have a fox-hole, nine feot by nine feet, three feet deep, with

send bags piled around the edges, cnd & rigged up tarp over the tops e

sloop in the Fox-hole so we don't have to get up when they raid us at night,.
The food is fair, if you cen call C.K.J. and 10 in 1 rations good, but so

much better than wo hed on Bougenville, We have lots of fresh bread and coffee.
Wo don't oat any of the home grown vegetobles as the way they fertilize things
are not the best." Harry also sent me some "Invesion money," seying that they
hevo trouble getting to town to spond it . He said ,"Buy a beer on me". Llso



r/@ EVERETT BILYEU, writes from Fort Lewis, whore he is a member of a Con=-
struction Battelion of Engincers, radc up of fellows with difforent trades in
Civilian lifo, His job is tho Dermolition work. (You are not the fellow in a
story I heard that blew Grondpa up, arc you?) He scys: "here we are heaced,
the Enginecrs spend about thirty percent of tho time in the Front Lines,"
Heord thet Everett pitched a No-hittor last weel in o softball game, fenning
18 out of 21. The softball players and fens sure hope nothing happens to that
pitching arm.
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EVERETT BILYEU

§GT. ROY H., TR.LSK, (Son of Harry Trask) is stationed in the Paname Canal Zone.,
Ro Mgg}istedlig“ygrggi%}?ggJ_tpok_hiﬁ_Baaic in Missouri, then to Pennsylvania,
ang £ Now Orleans, from where he wos shipped to his prdsent station? He ™
wustﬁome on furlough last February, the first time he had becen home in twenty
montns e«

- PN . - - -

DON GREEN, writes from Warendorf, Germany, thet he didn't do much until he gov
in Patton's Army in October, and from then on, they were busy. They took
sixtean of the Forts, and two=-thirds of the City. Then across Loraine into
Saarland. Then they joined the ninth Army for the Roer River orossing, and
their last Combat assignment was the capture of Dortmund. Since then they heve
been hendling P.W.s and rofugees, Hoping for a furlough in the States before
they take off for the Jap War. He hopes to run across someone from the P.F.D,

DONALD GREEN



ZLEC _BRUCE FRENCH,. writcs from the Lido Roed in Burnsa,. that they ars darned (?2)
ncar lost in tho jungles. Says Bruce:" Drove a bull dozer on the Road, which

is now finished, but can't tecll more about my work, LAfter seeing some of the
Mountains over hero, out little old mountains at bomewill look like Mole Hills.
Words cannot describe the Road, and I still don't think it is possible., It is
one of the Seven Wonders of the World," Bruce also said if anyone at home
wanted to trede places with him, he was willing., Norman Howard wes over there
when Bruce was herc, and said ho had already traded places with Bruce, and he
wgs sctisfieds NAs you know, Norman is back, working as Fire Investigater.

BRUCE R. FRENCH

July 6, 1945

LT. REINO HOCKERT is now on sixty-day furlough after which he will go to Santa
Ana, for reassignment or discharge. Ho hopes he gets nssigned to a B-29 school,
When Reino's.plane caught fire; they had to bail out, only four fellows got out,
and he hos nover hoard anything about the others. He was badly burned, and wos.

in the Hospital for.a couplo months. Thy Prison Comp thoy wero taken 4o, wea

run by Gormen Air Porsonnel and it was not too tough, although the only thinr
that kept thom alive was the Red Cross food packeges. They played soft ball,

end hoad o regular leaguoes They got the news over the Germen broadcasts, and
also had « Secret Radio, some of the fellows hod made, and got tha 'B.B.C.,

so knew just what wds happoning. Thoy were froed by Ameﬁioans, and, heerd the
fighting in the town neer comp., When they saw the Stars ‘ond- Stripos go up over
the town, many of the prisoners cried openly from joye. Whon the: first Amcrican
tonk got to t o prison camp, so meny of the prisoners got aboard. that the

tank couldn't be seon. Ho camo by truck to the French Const, by boat to New: :
Jersey, wherc thoy receivod their first rcal mecl, steok and all the tsimmings.
Arriving home, he planned‘on a trip with his brothcr, but hadn't had ‘any news
from home for eight months, and was surprised to lecarn his brother, Elmer, was
in the Army. Ho has gound mony changes around home too. Most of his boy frionds
aro in the Service, and a lot of the girls ho know are marriod. Ho is trying

to catch up with,things hore in Portlend, snd when someone askod. if the back-pay -
came in handy, ho said, quoto: "Yos,. the bock-pay helps, but I wouldn't go
through that again for any emount of money." -



SGT. SODUS ADAMS, writes from Italy thet he was not in on the Invasion of Fronce,
but wont dircct to Itely with o Firefighting Unit, and has boen thore every since.
Tho letter was written in April end ho wes wishing he was home fishinge (I think
he would be sctisfied to be hore, peried),. Says overy one he wrote to owcd him

o lotter except Dave Gallaher, ahd. ho hed lost his. address, (Well so do Jou owc
Brick and myself one.) He saya that they work twonty=four shifts thero, but that
is. twonty-four hours owuLe, ‘and ‘it was then four-thlrty & M.... Sends hlS rogards
to overyone, and hopes to be home soon, :

P
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SODUS ADAMS
RLY L. HLLGL, Sea 1/¢ (Fi.C.) writcs thet he has made his 1pst change of addross
(he hopos) for the durations Ho says, quote: "Got quite o bang out of scoing
whore all the folleows were, end glad to know that most of them are O.Ke T °
enjoy my work (It says herc), hope it isn't too long ‘befere I can be back. Call
up the Gong at Engine 24, and give them my address; as it will sgvo mo writing
enother letter. I am tho luzy type. " (Glcd to know the reason some, of ‘the follows

don't write,)
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P.F.Ci CLAYTOV L.."TOMMY" .THOMPSON, Wwritos from Germony that ho is movihr Wost,
but not far enough, as thoy aro back to tho Rhlne, having movoed when he ‘wes on

a "Poss" to:Brussels.:. Tormy montloneé gettlng o physical Examlnatlcn, und” seys’
that if you arer breathlng and. allghtly warim, you aore O, K. Ho says, quote :" One of
our guys got.poisoned.on scme."Rhine Wine", and the Medics had to do a lot of
work -en him, but brought him out of its The Heinies are‘trylng to got quite
friendly, but all they over get out of mo is a “Groul“ * Tommy is still an
M.Pe,; 05 far as I know, and is aoross the river rrom the Hotel’ wherezChamberlin
and Hitlor had their last: meetlng, opd. sew quite a féw Hlstorin placos in. Brussels.

GLIE R. BUCHLIAN,Sp (F) 2/% is now stationed here 1n Portlnnd on the Coast
Guord Firo Beat. Gale spent twenty (20) months ot Excurs1on Inlct, about
eighty (80) miles from Juneau, where they spent their libeérties, py taking o
*ten to %wclve hour boat Fide, They sa ved up their deys, -so thev could makc a
three or four: day stoy. He received the Portlnnd pnpers,'and Vept up on the
local nows. I asked  him “the first: part of the paper he read, nnd he said,
quoté’: "The FUnny Papers, because I wanted to study for Junior: Captaln 2
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August 4, 1945
(many are reporting that their terms are complete and they are coming
home)



