Portland Fire Apparatus Ac
Compiled by Don Porth

This article wild.l share the highlights of t he
beginning in 1853. Al l apparatus are not showl
that they brought toutheicprta¢énongiuee oWwi Plorthandi f
awww. PortlandFireHi story. com

The First Fire ApparatuséA Bucket!

Like most communities, fire protection evolved
services, which speaks to community concern ab«
evidenced by fires | ilkBer 1t, ha h@r ela8t7 1CHhiicaeg oo fFiPree

occurred simultaneously with the Great Chicago
ABl ack Saturday, o the 1873 conflagration that

prtection in place, these notable fires took |1
Before machines were common, firefighting was
communi ty. Bucket brigades were the first org
l ines from a water sourcche (atnydpisdcdaltity ea wmdred, bre
full buckets to the firefighters closest to thi
cycle would repeat. Citizen help was i mpoktan

the fire as bestandthelyadoeads with buckets

|l nnovations | i ke fire pumps would be created t
to travel from the source to the fire pump. B
bucket arrived at etdhd nftior e puwmp,r vioti rwaos powr, w
The pump would move water through a hose that

Buckets for firefighting were so important tha
dedi cat edhdadngienp- s
hookeady for wus 0s
noti ce. Wh e n Afire
we nt out , ever gr ab
their fire buck Ittt
scene. To avoi bucke
t o ot her uses, 51 gns
di scouraged thi gi nal
l eathere, wooketls
made from metal _ , be
built with rouf ¢ t hey
coul d not be er
purposes.
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The First Portland Fire Engine

Portlandds fire protection plans began much | i
the first attention to the need for a firefigh
organi zed firefipgihnt e gsdrmovicee woul d be

Wil l amette Enginke@ompsaeyv i#de viodil Agwguisita néc,e 1H0503
Ladder Company bDRrugust. 2, Te&5S5BRhryst fire engine
volunteer named David Monastes. Monastes was
refurbishing two old FarnhamProandHipBdrepOt wdaywtt
before. The | ack of care had twaksenonltys atbollel toon
pump by combining parts from the two. Thli sssoul
machine would be carried by volunteers to the f
wat@hil e no picture exists, it might have | ooke

-. -
'\ ni

Si niceeffi ghters coudummiong bteh e elr clkad eyt wieh e mname
to raise | adders and) faoimwanrgd thhoes ep ulmiprse sbatcbtaaneh es
bodmed. Refusal to hel Powtlsa@rddniCnsahnacbel eNob.y 1fli,n ec
18514, stated in part:

That any person or persons may be call ed urg
comply with this order is punishable by fine
duties, are exempt from this order

Sot,he first fire apparatus to serve Portland a
pump, mi nus wheel s, carried to the scene by fi
That story will take another 12 years to come |



Hand Puinipheer sTechnol ogy of the Day
Bet ween 1853 and 1866, hand pumpers ruled the

power f ul as the technology developed. The 185
by a Vaughn KasdvgAarpotma h Engiwhee n"Caotelpeayny nt##@ s er
1854. Unfortunately, no photos are known to e

it easier to move.

In 1856, Wi llamette Engine #1 would require a
by the CitWoofoPaltpbapondos have been found but
that credits i1t to Portland. By |l ookohgthat oe
angli ecing together | nRogdadd aaplgadsateus esi bf seemer
Portlandés first Smith hand pumper (third appar

#  THIS GEM WAS ONCE THE
: PRIDE OF PORTLAND OREGON U.5.A
FIRE DEPT-THEN VAN. B.C. FIRE DEPT

S AND PAST 60 YEARS ATLIN B.C.
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Portland woul d
hand pumper
manufactured A
grainy phot o o]
Portl and, per his
statehood i n
Hunneman surr
commume mlyer s




Handpumpers Continued

Il n 1859, Columbian Engi ne Commpeaendy a# 3 iwoeu led gh engei
pl aced for pampefwharcsh hwearsd manuf actured i n Pawt.
ordered and built in 1859 but not arrive until
by rail to Portl and. The total ¢ d9t,9 li.ncllwundirreg
is still owned by Portland Fire today. 't wou
apparatus. 't was sold tsertvieeireenhdrebeerr Far decC
Vol unteer Firemands Association of Portland ( Vc
in 1883) would raise funds through the early 1
existentB®dayl and, Finedardic qnighalttspannt .

Portland would bu t wo more hand pumpers, anotl
[ B phot os have been
gm cither . This woul
{ pumper era for Po
exception would be
1873, when Tiger
Company #5 woul d
service, t hey did
newl vy purchased S
pumper . hNaos  pbhecetno
found Tiger woul d
steamer a few yeart
Pictured i s t he
i hand pumper, i n tt
today.




What About Ladder

Whil e Vigilance
1853, hi story was
service that =city
News pamptirc| e,

describe Vigilan

Ho ok

doing a

A
C_ £ N <
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documé nutss
retrospective
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t he
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Afa common
they simply foun
and piled | adder
fromfithehougsed e f
No photos have [Q
vehilol 865, the
woul d contract a
create -auiplutr pbsad
(hand pull ed) f o]
be compl et ed
Remar kably, Port]|
today and it is @

wagon.

Porntdl aFi ref ilghtiet
by t
as

refurbished
14 and stands

i n i

T

of Portl andods

rst
appar

fi

1

r .



Steam Pumpers Take Over

Steam power eveédrki becpmmpg common technology by
purchase T Thhei woiiMeasrtawwdc ulr8 6i6n Horses were still
pur chased bRortthkean@i,trye odpparatus continued to
wei ghed between 2,000 and 3,000 pounds, so gett
mu d) streets
remained a job
community memp
is the 1866 'S
Cl ass St eamer
18646.t was as|
Mul t nomah Eng
#2.

Two more Silshb
purchased, ongeg
another in 187
the 1867 Silshb
Protection Eng
#4, poised for
station. The
1873 Silsby op
scene.




From Sil sby Steamers to Amoskeag Steamers

There were many manufacturers of steam fire ap
process Portland Fire wused to decide which ma
Steamers between 1866 anmdodBegs8g Ptoedmams. woluwd
in 1874 and anot-peltl ed, 18F6se 8ehiktlkandemained
Amoskeag Steamers were a bit more compact than

drafting from the river (Willamette Engine Com
#5) .

Note the 1879 Amoskeag is conShdelabtigasmal medn
it had a much smaller pumping capacity

than the 1874l ats 3

|l ook closely at t
number fA90 wunder
frodhis i s becaul |
continued servic e
Portland Fire b €
departimentwas mod i
h o rdsrea wn and g nweals | -
Engine 9. |t serf.
known as the Bkt m
there today and
Engine Company #
was originally as
#5) .

------




Hor se Drawn Ladder Trucks

Whil e horses would not be provided by the City
apparently provided horses by other meamshaskd
by Cihtey) dCHaywess Ladder Truck set up to be draw
pull ed 1865 Pliaddiere dwa go nt.h er iHggjieetsh Laa dtdherre eT r luacrks
unknown how | ongithe sdhbialukted 6 rad d ébtalporaidnegd t o r
automatically when released.

=

The next | add
be purchased
Hayes, but st
cl ass. The | §
i's unknown buf
phot os shows|
considerably [
2"dc | ass. The
required a tif

t he rear of et 1 1
1888, al |l a [
h o rdsrea wn .

R
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Back to Silsby Steamers

Bet ween the purchase of the two Hayes Ladder Tt
and 1884, two Sil sby ISttclaanbsi $ ewaneppotobBased av
version, the 1882 version is pictured here. Cl
on a plate on the side of the apparatus. A man

as | we

BT
BT ¢ i




Ot her Manufacturers of Steam Fire Apparatus

I n 1890, apparatus records show three Clapp &
i's stated, it is likely that they came to Port
annexed into the Citwidfh RPorttllamd., tAse vwasitpyne
would be |Iisted in the inventory and be |isted

East Portland may have purchased them. h®Oanedof
from Portland by the Junction City (OR) Fire De
shown here. The manufacturer plate matches t h
One ot her odd m gt 4 3 ~ <

follow the Clapp
Wat erous St eaimer

i nvertoar y189 2. T
been from the Al
Depart ment , whi c K

Portland aroundhd¢g %
Waterous is the ||




More Ladder Trucks

P

By 1892, Portland was growing and apparently | ¢
put into ser vi'del aasnsd |tahdrdeeer H artyuecskss8 rweer e MRpelc naeeheals

Truck @&nd

>
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WhaAbout Hose Wagons?
Steam engines and |l adder trucks were visually s
But quiealypyngerdygngteam engine was a Hose Wagoc
st eamer s ,c aergouniepdnmeennt was kept to a mhheoirmuwemns, plLad
tools, hose, and all the firefighters were car |
hose wagon,hddsua waagoymn st.eal Most | i kely, they were
uses when retired from fire department service.
One Portland hose wagon managed to survive. H ¢
1891 andod808d at 2600 bl ock of N . Bort hwick,
qguarters.
Manufactured bymobet®otMlay aGadmpampyse wagons had a
easy to spot in old photos. Ladders were carrtr
the two members riding in the seat (drivegs) t
along the side of the wagon bed woultdalifl&eap @ at
Hose #8 ended up i ngthae _Danan Ao
Harrahos Car Museum
many years it was kel vy,
around, 1i9t59 was sol
Ponderosa Ranch, the | ay
host to the TV show
used during the 14
tel eviTshheonwagen modi
resemble a typical n .
After westernisty,ositt]
unusedln 2015, it waph a
man named Dave Hubers= ooV Wt U — oo U
Fire Department steam pumper and wanted a hose
events. He bought Hogevh#8 hwihtald od leleersti thmspaagiictre sts
condition. When striping off the po:¢
PPFD and the number 8. Af ter tdloe ng
symboPRorftolrand Paid Fire Department.
compared to other Portland hose
wagon ,pchoontfoisr m e et gy
5 =Fy t hi s was Hos
document ed tthhe
wa g oint even
modi fied i&a Re
> Fi e par throesret wpe
‘_"-‘\‘\ the sto

i n

g i remai ns
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mor e
The 1
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Bot h
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t hat) Alalt eof

Amer i

steamers ™Wor
3%l ass and

si mi l
Amer i
be as

19
19
19
19
19

= =4 4 4 A

Of the two AmefiCdaa
steamers purchased |

Port |
19 78D s
was a
treas
histo

| t s h

the George H. Wi || i

1904.
mot or

appamathes ,hel ess.

can LaFrance Steam Pumpers Take Over.

01, Portland was a growing city and so wa
ire engine since 1884 (four steamers were
and was annepedarns, D& eAme rigcrammvlt asH reaannteer sh o
woul d be purchased. T hsicd abswsy isrt e asmerreg e f loe
(1902 and 1904) . These were | arge pumps
901 is pictured here when it served as En
s exist of the 1904.

the 19 -
get a
when t
a memrt e

can

ar . o hig
can woaH
foll ow

06
04
g8
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and Fire owners
by Al Carocci
n i me < tc caardd ieiotn ,
ured piece of
ric apparatus.

oul d al so be n

| t was Ssteam
i zed, bat emawey




The First Motorized Apparatus

Technically, the firstp : was
Campbell 6s Chiefdés car W—’_ rce £
sedan. Campbell beli |t he f
service would rely on ratus
prove his poimnhRi ehe e pf

Wi t h Thomas Gavi n, hi i de,
Campbell repeatedly p¥F hor s
dr awn apparatus t o t 8 | ess
manpower to manage t hiss was

requi red Whoern hPoorrstelsand Fire made their 1911 orc
the order was coupled with the purchase of two
begin a new era of firefighting equipment.

From the purcha
mot ori zed pump
mai ntenance s e
Fire would assifl

apparatus an [ |
Number . 0 This
identity of t hifs
entirety of [

regag dloefs wher ¢
assigned as a
thattkeadfirst
apparAaptpuasr,at us,
wer e 1911 Amer \
pumpers (each costing $5,380) .

. ‘ Apparatus #1 woul d
App TR as Engine 6 and A
m ka woul d become Engine
= T = = Pictured is Appar a
}1 | J = - |assigned as Engi ne
k. lfll" i * |pictured is Appara
] T:—'—-f{'_{. ' assigned as Engine




Boosting the Fl eet

I n 1913, Portl anld4d Fa prpea rweotud sd. p uTrhcihsaspeur chasi ng
Camplishktleam ,poaweNeetde)i Eender, a Federal Service T
American LaFrance 8506 | adder truck, 10 Ameri ca
engi nes.

A typical 1913 Ameri can ed ac
as one of the ¢&NppProgpte

#140nl yPobwe H&rwéoedeve

and may have been par | T
American LaFr dApe alrad d

Portlandds first motor first
fire ap Pagraastoulsi.n e engi

electrical TQTreeebhepbwed

an electric motor on e rel s
el i minated the neEevdenfotrf e

i t awamngei evceehiictl eytai Itiidd : y

st eerreaxh e .

App #8




What 6s Ol d |I's New Again

I n 1914, horses were on the way out (Pbntiwhat

was | i kely a ¢osotnes aovfi ntgh emetahsrueree SArhearsisc asnt elaarferr
repower ed, shdfawmgt 6 r mant hoir 3ed . Some apparat
drive, motorized tractors t hdartawmoudtdeamer.aceOnd
pl ace, the tr a&ctdhre wehlidleowaddiowi ng more year .

vehicl e.

It was i n
Portl and
pur chase
tract oado nan
it to the
Ameri can L
Extra&! Clssa[
st eamer, :
Apparatus
(formerly
number. 296

I n 1917,
woul d t ak
number 2791 and do the same thing, but this tir
Apparatus #26.

That uni qgse ve
owned by the C
Fire Museum ar

di spl ay i n B

‘ QL . Oregon. Not e
NI A R SN\ S ol di fference in

R : enadf the Chris

| / t he Amer i c

LaFranc.e tTrhaect
Christi@uite mu
sqguamwé,) | e t he
Ameri can LaFr
mor e resembl e:
hood and radi
ot her Amer i
LaFrance appar
the era.




Becomi

ng Fully Motorized (1914 to 1921)

Bet ween 1914 and 1921, Portland Fire would pur

mot or i

1 Fi

1 Fi

1 Mi

A typical American LaFi.
i s showApedroat, 8s i #I33 0= =
Portl and Alsaes showary Ty

(0]
(0]

s-6 .

o O O O O

re EA§i nes

re -Brucks

zed in April 1920. These purchases woul c

Gafig
American LaFirlanc @
Wh i it2e :
Sel dbnl (acquir em
annexation of St ks

Seagrave Cityl Se
American LaiFZr ancé

Gary Hosiédk Tender
White Supgply Tru
White iManker

Ford HydrantilSer
Previously Me nt
Conversions SYfolra
st ea-@er s

t hat

Apparatus #36 is the only

photographed. By coincid
assigned as Engine 36. Ap
engine, i's abhsoi pdcauded f
than other manufacturers.

uni que. 't was a City Seri

: with no aeri@eadraaweragnd
;,here assigned as Truck 6.




What the Heck is a Gary? (1919)

On September 21, 1919, annOui@Gady ahr mekvs pAapeept
on to sayfihatseswexwreBareyl ected, beating out sevel
for Portland Fires6é busdmaewrs.vellihelses waosu | RBlomrtelpad
motorized (Portland would become ksl fgamotedi a:

suspensi on, pneumatic tires in the front and s
per hour. One truck

a hook & | adder (rec

becomlng pumper s) an

O‘tender. Focome wophda

35, 36, 37, 38, 39, i
w Apparatus #36 serving
o NE "8 enue, the only o
photograph.

| t' s al sroecnhaoltla btlhea tt ot
pl atoon of firefighte
on November 1, 1919,
the work force. Thi s
change for Portland F

G 1 W G T 1,

:
il 5
il
|
i,




Apparatus From 1921 to 1927

The city of Portland would continue to grow anoca

Portland Fireewpaihned d¢omrteitnue Duo i ng t hi swer me,
purchased. They would include:

T Fire HBQgi nes
o Gang
o Stutz
o Ameri caniGaFr ags
9 Fire Mucks '
o Seagrave Citiyl
o Ameri can LialFr a
o Ahrens Foxl 7508
T Mi si@.
o Studebakidr Squ
o Ol dsmobile Fir
Tel egraphi Servi . A —— =
T Firebd®at s = . ENGINE co
o The Fireboat
Kar | Gunster,
(first gasolinf

Pictured i1 s Appara(tiu
retiraetmenne ti me and}|
|t is typbeAdmerofcanh
design of that Apmar
#56 (1927 tSh e dokubrephotsire,
squad Weéshoocvsre.i s Apparatus #55, an Ahrens Fox

App 1 > \




1927 Was A Big Year

Not all apparatus drove on | and. I n 1927, a m
The AMarine Programo WwWlegmant oa fFiebstwuaffiyr @G oatl9 0t
christened on the banks of the W Il amette River
woul d joiBotilhet § |l wete steam powered and very | a

A major design@trawifcCiloet|l ard HDlIden wohledaaeles o

firedloattosdj oin the fleet. The ACampbell Cl ass
woul d make their debut on November 12, )192ahd(
December 10, 1927 (Gunster). The Campbell and
in service to Portlanders. Assistant Chief Mi k
awaiting surgery. Prmoeu Mpmiid vdyl d 92I3ai mHhiss bloi

years earned h(mami pyackhatf bnépPpoasi x Portl and
achieve. of Hmawmbeosewho had a ftihraetb ochitodlasraote daiéeo
connect(etdha eatthher .i' s Vernon Buss)

The three firebo8ttsliweul & eacthes | ong and cos
originall wibhd equygi m
from a company <call
|l ate 1961, rafiht tweod
/with Hall aSdawt amg
aeri aladldedldlehre Campl
an@unsmoeurl d go on to

di esel engines but
fwas not noted to h
j change. Il n 1978, t
would be sold from
W= { i nally receive die
@ new | ife as a tug b
would be sold and
same year. The D —t— : ‘o ==

Fireboat Da

go on to serve un
it was offidgumél!l 2
it woul d be del i vz
River Maritime M[]
Oregon with a-bfasty
exhibit. The Davg
the |l ongest servi
Fire history at
Picdius et he Mi ke -
1961 and the Davi|
time of its retir




Somet hing Happened in 1928
By 1928, Portland Fire had purchased 56 apparat

fire trucks, but a variety of service vehicles
56 apparatus, 32 wer @ cAame rLiacFarna nlcaeF rwaonucl ed. maAKknee r
emergency r esfplaenestd nd pppaersatingl vy, bet ween 1928 a
apparatus would be added to the fleet. One <cal
annexati drhse city, theref.oreOnlhye dne ewdelpédr b ene
AmericanllbOD®btmialnlcer ed | adder truck. This was a
found that on March 21, 1928, Edwar d Graesn fCehlile fw
for 289nyebadrsisnrgdunee®m@nt 1957. The total of h
t hat he did not |l i ke American LaFrance? Some I

American LaFrance by ,19\8t éeThe bhlpeec glu ad @ dlye rodF h i
was suffering and was acthoa osgeilnlg Athhreeinrs bFuosxl,in @wshsi ¢
purchaseBornl a8d@MBi oppu voolud sde 6 Ahrens Fox appar
in 1928. Over the next 40 vyear s, manufactur e
Kenworth (10), Maxim (4) Byan®5@n abeott m@88t ap
purchased, most of whi ch wRBircet ueSnpedragr eantacisys Tr#eBs@pko n:
the only American LaFrancé&pmpupreahagde by Portl anc

'- * ,’. -5
p ank




The Fantast(i@3&pngeol 6s

By the 1930s, Portland was beginning to buy ap

particular manufacturer, it was | i kely driven
purchadbsedmmpamwatres wel | regarded and one (Appar &
Mani fold and have an extended service |ife bec:

Il n this same year, f obuer pKueraclhhoanstebdi d pptahat Gagweol
that dFagledlnot meet the siteref whbenasddPerdo,ttosso i
shoGM oser examhApradrn atlwstEogpeso Kppandt 8838 #BONn.ywarlth
appears they might have shTlahe dotshevotkKenrwgretali f 1 b
was the Jay St(eApepnasr alxiussh s#c7/dr ) wi@sh av e leisglue cthlaaste d
outside of the Portl and Fibrye Apaurrocnh aFsrianngk .pr ot o C




Kenworth T@ke338 Qunedb 21)9 5 1

Now that Portl and Fi raep plaaidit9dBsd bd redd 1 93 Ke ntwhoe yt |
serious buByeetrweienn 19b5tle. 1951 and early 1952, fiv
to the fleet. These wer e -1 lareogaed vterhuiceke ecea,be. ma I
wi f b-whedckerli vbeandssgmedotothe more Rittyradeas ¢
Apparatus #82 serving as Engine 16 on NW Yeon
serving garkreg md onhg Tom McCall Waterfront Par

T —

—

App S ——

A

LALLEZIE IS SHHSHINE ARITITHY SISIIIE TSI RSN ISR
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The Behenatbib9 kB a

Maxj ml nternati onvelroet Fé&MD, masodf d&Re@tover eerngi nes t hat
si nlpdtgcuhr chasd8hey were parto oMhetnhd iifilkee heenmgd tnhe se
vehiicnlceosr porating | arg8ebhweeéesn i185ttheanfir 863, Pa
Re o, t wo FWDs, two | nt erPniacttiucAnegilasi,st(@®@B88 #MH8WD N
Apparat(@s2#dMaxiamd Applrro9a23ubnthd@6nBHOi phatl ofsorar e
Apparatus #38 (1951 Reo).




Th

e Moderni z aitAi G aBraygredm Best Friend (1958)

Il n July of 1956, then Deputy Chief Simpson was
protection requirements and make recommendati or
the Fire Bureau. Chi ef fSiirmgp smfnf iacsesrisg ntea nma ke 4«
Portland's fire station distribution in relatdi
instructed to use the principles set forth in |
publ i caudtehre) raeamadii rements of the National Board
Each staff study group, working independently,
The modernization pl an, in addition to station
obsolete tool s, equi pment , fire apparatus, a m
alarm system.

It was concluded to be most practical and econ
proghAam3, 000,000 Fire Bureau Facilities amd Eq
to the voters of Portland. The proposed expendi

T $1,500, 000 for the construction and relocat

ot her st wbweorltdy and poorly | ocated stations w
31 stations, which woul d btei ma xwil tets sa tshmal Ihe
T $900, 000 for new fire apparatus and e@dBi pmer
ye-atfdi reboat s.

T $600, 000 for modernizing, refurbishing, and
As for apparatus specifically, the manufacturer
equi pment wod]| d nbcel upduirncgh:a s e

T 4 Laddet wbO0Ockeopn&S5 Ifleeatedf,ront turntabl e)

T 9 Fire Engines
Al so:

1T 3 Fire Engines

into Mani fold

T Al | t hree

Fireboats -pvowé r@

replacing Sterg

propul si on engimess"

engi nRaeri al | ad ;

al so be added t

hands of Al bi ,

Machi ne Wor ks. @
While it would take a couple years to make al/l
The phoAppashows #20 as Engine 26, Apparatus #.



5. The final photo shows most of the Seagrave
rigs would prove to be durable and | ong | astin
be kept i n serTwiec e hfodro 25+ mudarisp.l e apparatus v
proudly displayed in front of Station 1.

App 7

App 7

The Seagr




