The History of Squad 1
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It is unknown what prompted Portland Fire to develop and utilize a squad as part of its emergency
operations.lt is clear, lmwever,that Squads have existed for nearly a century of seriNoenerous
apparatus since the beginning of the motorized era show clear evidencesofehgencyperations
strategy.

The first Squad 1 identified in

historic photos shows Apparatus

4, an American laFrancdriple
combination/chemical pumper

put into service on April 24,

1913. However, its initial <
service was as Engine 15.

Records show contirng

service as Engine 15 through | =SS\ = - ]
1923 In1925 Apparatus 4 2% e
was decommissioned as a Apparatus 4 As Engine 15|
pumper and remfigured as
Squad 1, beipstationed at 905 SW 4th Avenue.

Apparatus 4 As Squad 1 |
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' Apparatus 56 As Squad 1
In 1927, a purpose built Squad 1 would be purchased. Apparatus%®t, studebaketruck, would
become the next Squad 1. It caeggiipped with multipleompartments, search lights, and a variety
of other rescue equipment. ciirried avhite paint scheme with a cross painted into the, djilkily
indicatingit was an early first aid vehicle as wall a multipurpose rescue vehiclewould be staffed

with one officer and five hosemeit. also seems that Squad members of the day had a unique
black/white color scheme to their helmets, to distinguish their presence among other firefighters.

In 1932, the George Baker Emergency ®ascreated anavould kecome the forerunner of
emergency medical vehicle#.carried a great deal mone the way of medical equipment but less
rescue equipment of other kinds.

By 1939, a very unique
apparatus was credteat
combined all the aspects of
a Squad as well as all the
elements of a medical
rescue vehicle. Apparatus
77, a 1939 Kenworth bus
was purchasecquipped,
and donatetb Portland
Fire by retail store owner
Aaron Frank, of Meier &
Frank fame. His badf and
support of the capabilities — BRSR——

Apparatus 77, "Jay Stevens Disaster Car" As Squat




of Portland Fire was evidenced by this gift. It was put into service in 1939 under the name "Jay
Stevens Disaster CarThe Studebakdiand Baker Canvould be relegated to other duties as the
Stevens Car took over tigguad 1 job. The staffing would remain the same as before.

In 1950, the new Central Fire Station opened at 55 SW Ash Street and Squad 1 would be moved to that
location and respond alongside Engine 21 and Truck 1. Various other vehicles have beeathoused

that station over time. Other rescue vehicles were being developed and referred to as Squad, but were
passenger vehicles with first aid equipment only.

In 1962, the aging Stevens
Car would be replaced by
Apparatus 41a GMC Box
Truck, specially madeof
service as a heavy rescue.
The new Squad 1 was painted
red, but at some point in time
would be repainted in lime
green, the only Portland Fire
apparatus to carry this color.
It was likely to distinguish it
from other vehicles at the
emergency scene.

The GMC would continue
service until 1989 when it
would be replaced by
Apparatus 43, a 1989 Mack
Box Truck. Looking more
like a typical fire engine,
Squad vehicles were
becoming more
mainstream in the fire
service and being mass
produced by fire engine
manufacturers.

Apparatus 41 As Squad 1

Apparatus 43 As Squad 1




