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Jesse W. Evans was born in Hubbell, Nebraska on June 14, 1887.  It is unknown when he came to 

Portland.  He was employed as a locomotive engineer and served in World War I from April 20, 1917 

to December 13, 1918.   

Jesse would become a Portland Firefighter 

on March 5, 1910.  He would be assigned 

to Engine 1 at 720 SW 4th Avenue.  He 

would remain at Station 1 until March 31, 

1917 when he was transferred to Engine 6 

at the 2200 Block of Nicholi Street.  Three 

weeks later, he would go on military 

leave.   

Upon his return, Jesse would be assigned 

to Engine 8, located at 45 NE Russell 

Street.  On July 1, 1931, Jesse would 

return to Engine 1 for just over 10 years.  Jesse would then be transferred to Engine 15 at 1920 SW 

Spring Street on January 15, 1941.  Jesse would remain until his September 20, 1943 retirement.   

It is unknown what may have distinguished Jesse 

to his co-workers at Station 15, but upon his 

retirement, the presented him with a unique gift.   

It was common for retiring Chief Officers to 

receive a commemorative badge, typically with 

their name and dates of service engraved on the 

back.  Upon Jesse’s retirement, his regular service 

badge, bearing the number 151, was anodized in 

gold and fitted with a metal plug in the back that 

was engraved with his name and retirement date.  

It was “From the Members of Engine Company 

15 – PFD.”  Jesse would pass on January 10, 1954, 

at the age of 66, and sometime after, his badge 

made its way back to Portland Fire.   
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